
Big Tech’s $95 Million Spending Spree Leaves Antitrust Bill on Brink of Defeat And
Proves That Big Tech Owns Washington
Tue, 06 Sep 2022 10:53:03, newstips66, [category: afghanistan, post_tag: big-techs-95-million-spending-spree-leaves-antitrust-bill-on-brink-of-defeat-and-proves-that-big-tech-owns-
washington, category: brotopia, category: community-service-programs, category: elon-musk, category: energy-dept-slush-fund, category: facebook-meta, category: google-alphabet,
category: hired-assassins, category: housing, category: idea-theft, category: lithium-batteries, category: netflix, category: news-manipulation, category: patents-and-inventions,
category: political-bribes, category: repairing_silicon_valley, category: san_francisco_corruption, category: senator-insider-trading, category: silicon_valley_death, category:
sony_pictures, category: stanford_univ_bribes, category: tesla_motors_lies_and_defects, category: web-spying, category: worldnews]

Big Tech’s $95 Million Spending Spree Leaves Antitrust Bill on Brink of Defeat And
Proves That Big Tech Owns Washington

Google, Apple and others spent nearly $95 million on lobbying

Congress’s window to act is tight ahead of November elections

Google’s Sundar Pichai, Apple’s Steve Jobs, Amazon’s Andy Jassy and Meta’s Mark Zuckerberg.
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A high-profile push by Congress to rein in the nation’s biggest internet companies is at risk of failing with time running out to pass major legislation ahead of midterm elections.

Alphabet Inc.’s Google, Apple Inc., Amazon.com Inc. and Meta Platforms Inc. and their trade groups have poured almost $95 million into lobbying since 2021 as they seek to derail the
American Innovation and Choice Online Act, which has advanced further than any US legislative effort to address the market power of some of the world’s richest companies.

After a nearly two-year battle, the bill is now at a critical juncture as the Senate returns this week for a final stretch before the November midterms. Backers of the measure swear they
have the necessary votes, yet it’s unclear if they do, and the Senate will be busy with other must-pass spending legislation.

The view that momentum for the bill is slowing is based on conversations with nearly two dozen of its supporters and critics -- including policy experts, lobbyists, congressional aides and
advocates. One Hill staffer summed it up as a do-or-die moment.

“If supporters of this bill had enough votes, it wouldn’t be a bill, it would be a law,” said Matt Schruers, president of the Computer & Communications Industry Association, which represents
the major tech companies.
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Failure would be a setback for politicians, activists and regulators who argue Silicon Valley has too much control over people’s lives. It would mark a huge win for Big Tech, which has
argued that the measure would weaken privacy, threaten national security and degrade products that consumers enjoy.

Even if this bill falls short, advocates say the attention on this measure has helped build the antitrust movement into something bigger than any one piece of legislation. Sarah Miller, head
of the American Economic Liberties Project, an anti-monopoly nonprofit, said she supports the bill and wants to see it pass, but she said this is “not a one-time fight.”

“Now is a pretty good moment to move it through,” Miller said of the measure. “Is it the end of the road for bills dealing with big tech monopoly power? No.”

Although clipping the wings of tech giants through antitrust reform had support from both Republicans and Democrats during this Congress, a likely GOP majority in the House next year is
expected to focus on allegations that internet platforms squelch conservative viewpoints.

That’s why tech lobbyists have been trying to run out the clock. Leading Republicans like California’s Kevin McCarthy, who is on track to become Speaker under a GOP majority, have
publicly opposed the antitrust push.

For more:

Big Tech Steps Up Gifts to Lawmakers Mulling Antitrust Crackdown

Tech Industry Funds Wave of Ads to Counter Antitrust Bill

Senate’s Antitrust Crackdown Sputters as Schumer Signals Doubts

Congress’s Big Tech Crackdown Quickens With Rare Show of Unity

The legislation’s sponsors can see the window narrowing. Antitrust advocates were expecting a vote before Congress adjourned for four weeks in August. But Schumer told donors in July
that it didn’t have enough votes to pass.

Minnesota Democrat Amy Klobuchar, who introduced the bill along with Iowa Republican Chuck Grassley, expressed confidence that Majority Leader Chuck Schumer will put the proposal
to the ultimate test by asking senators to vote on it now.

“Once this bill comes to the floor for a vote, we are confident it will pass,” Klobuchar told Bloomberg News.
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The bill has 13 co-sponsors in the Senate, where it would need 60 votes to pass and be sent to the House. Supporters like Yelp Inc.’s head of public policy Luther Lowe, a longtime
Google critic, argue that enough undecided lawmakers would vote for the measure if it came to the floor.

A Schumer spokesperson said he’s working with the bill’s sponsors to find the necessary votes and he still plans to bring it to the floor.

Tech Antitrust Bill Threatens to Break Apple, Google’s Grip on the Internet

The bill was approved by both the House and Senate Judiciary Committees on strong bipartisan votes. Several amendments have addressed concerns about privacy and security issues.
What hasn’t killed the bill “has made it stronger,” said Yelp’s Lowe.

The measure seeks to restrict the companies from favoring their own products, so that competitors who depend on these platforms to reach consumers wouldn’t be at a disadvantage.
That could impact the design of Google Maps, the display of Apple Music on an iPhone or the prominence of Amazon Basics on the company’s e-commerce site.

Klobuchar’s staff members are working with several Democratic senators who shared concerns about the bill’s impact on content moderation, according to people familiar with the
conversations. Hawaii Democrat Brian Schatz and Oregon Democrat Ron Wyden have pledged to support the bill if changes are made.

Still, its path to becoming law isn’t going to get any easier. Congress has to fund the government in September before the next fiscal year begins Oct. 1. And the Senate is planning to be
in session for just two weeks in October before midterm elections.

“I don’t see it going to the floor,” said Michael Petricone, senior vice president of government affairs at the Consumer Technology Association, a trade group that counts Amazon, Google
and Facebook among its members. “With an election coming up, I expect senators to come back and focus on issues that are popular with voters. Tech regulation is not one of those
issues.”
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